
The Obligation of the Cured – Part Two
The Cost of Ministry
Romans 15:22-33

Luke 9:23–24 (ESV) 
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 

Matthew 10:39 (ESV) 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

Romans 15:22–33 (ESV) 
This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. 23 But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to you, 24 I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25 At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27 For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. 28 When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. 29 I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 
30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 31 that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 33 May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 


The Call of Ministry

Romans 1:14 (ESV) 
I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.  So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

What was Paul’s obligation? Obligated translates from the Greek “debtor” (opheiletes). After his experience with Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9), Paul’s goal in life was to spread the Good News of salvation. He was partly obligated to Christ for being his Savior, and he was partly obligated to the entire world because it reminded him of his former lostness. Paul met his obligation by proclaiming Christ’s salvation to all types of people—both Jews and Gentiles—crossing cultural, social, racial, and economic lines. Furthermore, Paul is also basing his obligation on the unique role that God had called him to play. Paul’s up-bringing allowed him to straddle the barriers that existed between the major cultural groups of his time. When he realized Christ had “broken down the dividing wall” (Ephesians 2:14, NRSV) between these cultures, Paul also realized that he had been raised and called to carry the message of reconciliation through Christ to both sides. He literally owed it to them![footnoteRef:2] [2:  Barton, B. B., Veerman, D., & Wilson, N. S. (1992). Romans. Life application Bible commentary (17–18). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers.] 


Romans 15:14–16 (ESV) 
I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. 15 But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

The imagery here is remarkably forceful because the word translated “minister” is the same root word from which we derive the word liturgy. The word even sounds like it—lietourgon. This is most significant, because Paul could have used other words to describe himself. For example, he could have used the common term doulos to indicate a servant of Jesus Christ, or he could have used diakonos, which means “servant” or “minister.” But he chose lietourgon because he saw his missionary work like that of a priest offering sacred worship to God.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Hughes, R. K. (1991). Romans : Righteousness from heaven. Preaching the Word (288). Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books.] 



The Cost of Ministry 

Javier’s Feet
Thoughts on what God Esteems
By David Shibley

I took a good look at Pastor Javier’s feet.
Along with another Tsetsil Indian pastor, Javier had walked three days through the mountains of Chiapas, Mexico, to be trained at our Frontline Shepherds Conference.  Like most of the developing nation pastoral leaders Global Advance is privileged to serve, Javier had no formal training for ministry.  But having heard that there was ministry training in his area, he thought it was worth a three-day walk.
I watched Javier throughout the conference.  Sometimes he would just drink in the teaching with a big smile.  At other times he was feverishly taking notes.  Sometimes, he would just silently weep as God’s Spirit ministered to him throughout the training sessions.
At the end of the conference he came up to me to say thanks.  He did not speak English or Spanish, and I didn’t speak his Tsetsil dialect.  So he thanked me for the training in a more profound way – he just put his head on my chest and cried.
As I embraced this precious brother, I looked down at his feet.  They were still swollen from the three-day walk.  They were dusty and calloused.  Their only protection was a pair of thin moccasins that appeared to be hand-sewn.  I looked again and remembered, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation” (Isa. 52:7).

We often underestimate what it costs to reach people.

Or maybe we just aren’t willing to pay the price.

I wonder how many of us will enter Heaven after living the American dream and find that all we accomplished with our important busy lives was basically worthless?

Not all of us are called to preach. Not all of us are called to be pastors or to walk three days through the jungle just to get to a conference.  But all of us are called to lay down our lives for the sake of the Kingdom. All of us are called to study God’s Word. All of us are called to pray. All of us are called to know God. And all of us are called to sacrifice all and answer the call to ministry. It may be preaching, it may be witnessing, it may be street evangelism, it may be building a church, it may be sweeping floors, or it may be designing communication systems for the defense industry. We aren’t all called to do what Javier does. But we are all called to be on his team.

Luke 14:25–35 (ESV) 
Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate [love less] his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
34 “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 


The Personal Cost

This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you.

What is the personal cost?
· Time
· Education
· Personal investment

2 Timothy 2:1–4 (ESV) 
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 


The Financial Cost

For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings.

What do we “owe”

· We Owe Love to others
Romans 13:8 (NLT) 
Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another.

1 John 3:16–18 (ESV) By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

· We owe the tithe to God
Leviticus 27:30 (NIV) 
A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 

Difference between tithes and offerings

The tithe is to be brought to the church

Malachi 3:10 (ESV) 
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 

· We owe “honor” to ministers
1 Timothy 5:17–19 (ESV) 
Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.” 19 Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

“Double honor” means both respect and compensation.

1 Corinthians 9:11–14 (ESV) 
If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12 If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? 
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? 14 In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel. 


The Cost to the Church

When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you.

Most scholars agree that there is no evidence that Paul ever made it to Spain. And the only way he made it to Rome was as a prisoner. So he probably never actually ministered at the church the way he intended.

We must be prepared to count the cost.
· buildings and staff
· staff to congregation ratio 
· Multiple services or campuses actually drives that number up even higher
· Statistics show that planting new churches  is one of the most effective forms of evangelism
· the “parent church” initially bears much of the cost (financial, volunteer, training & personnel) of the church plants
· more administrative and behind-the-scenes staff in order to free up the pastoral staff for training
· It also means that the pastoral staff will be gone more as the new churches are started as well as maximizing their personal vacation time

For example: A Saturday night service means that the Pastor loses a day from his “weekend.” In order to recoup this day, he is preparing and doing the rest of his job in three days rather than four. Since most pastors are hard pressed to only work those four days as it is, it’s virtually impossible to get things done in three. This means that some of his responsibilities need to be offloaded to another staff person – thus increasing costs.

A further expense is to the congregation since growth like that usually brings in even more of a “team” preaching atmosphere. Because of this as well as the pastor’s abbreviated work week, he will become increasingly absent or unavailable publically. This is a “cost,” most churches aren’t prepared to accept.

If the pastor then spends time in outside training, then this is an even greater cost. 
i.e. pastoral staff “outside ministry” allowance – seen as an extension of our missions ministry

The church must be prepared to count this cost

**Wayne Cordiero

After returning from a training event, Wayne received the following letter:

Dear Wayne:
	We hear you will be gone again this summer. I am your age also, and I get burned out. I am sure many people do, but we can’t just take off. We have to stay and overcome. The best thing you can do is to be here every weekend. We are sure you are paid well by the church to preach full time.
	I am sure you can come up with tons of reasons why it is important for you to travel, but so could anyone else. You have said your responsibility is to pastor New Hope and spend time with your family. But it seems you are always away leaving both. It might just be a distraction that the enemy is using to destroy our church.

[bookmark: _GoBack]If the purpose of the church is primarily to care for the people attending, then this man’s letter makes sense. But if the purpose of the church is primarily to fulfill the Great Commission of making disciples of all nations then this letter is skewed. The motivation of care is so that those cared for can go out and make disciples. The outward focus changes everything.


The Cost of Prayer

I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

Ephesians 6:18–20 (ESV) 
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 


