Three Men and a Baby
Matthew 2:1–12

Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 


6 
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 



for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

Familiar story – three bachelors (Tom Selleck, Steve Guttenberg & Ted Danson) have a baby left on their doorstep. 

Movie begins with them as pitiful caregivers, seeing the baby as a tremendous inconvenience and by the end of the movie they love her and can’t imagine life without her.

This story has been told multiple times with: Duane Johnson (The Rock), Vin Diesel, Robin Williams & John Travolta, etc.

The story line is the same – cool/tough guy gets stuck with a kid, is terribly inconvenienced, comes to love the kid, discovers what is really important in life, and re-defines his whole value system. 

Of course there’s always the underlying tension – what if they would have had those values all along? What kind of men would they be?

In this very familiar Christmas story we have what is traditionally described as three men encountering a baby. Only this story begins with them already valuing the baby. 

As we take another look at this story; let’s let these men teach us what it takes to encounter Jesus for Who He is. Let’s let them show us a kind of progression to a life changing encounter with God.

Even as we just progress through the story we see how to encounter Jesus…and how to guarantee we never will.  

The Wise men valued Scripture

Numbers 24:17 (ESV) 


 
I see him, but not now; 

I behold him, but not near: 



a star shall come out of Jacob, 

and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; 



it shall crush the forehead of Moab 

and break down all the sons of Sheth. 

Any encounter with God that goes past just an emotional experience begins with an encounter with His Word.

Our experience with Jesus, our lives as Christians, will always be a shallow, unfulfilling experience until we come to the place of valuing, honoring, loving Scripture. 

It must become life to us. 

We must discipline ourselves to read and study God’s Word.

We must read it, believe it, and let it shape and transform us

Herod shows how to guarantee we miss Jesus
· Used Scripture as a means to an end

· Driven by self-preservation

Not only is Herod disturbed at the arrival of the Magi, but so also is “all Jerusalem with him.” The word “Jerusalem” is the designation for the holy city (4:5; 27:53), but it also represents the religious and political leadership of Israel. The leadership may be disturbed along with Herod because they know the consequences they might suffer if he were to fly into a rage at the perceived threat of the arriving forces with the Magi. But more likely, their reaction gives a clue to the spiritual health of Israel’s leadership. They have aligned themselves politically with Herod, and if his power base is threatened, so is theirs. One would expect the religious leadership to celebrate at the report of the birth of the king of Israel, but the arrival of the true king of the Jews presents a threat to Israel’s corrupt religious and political power.

· Deception

The wise men responded the only way you can when you encounter Jesus

· They celebrated
Matthew 2:10 (NRSV) 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 

· They worshiped

This is no flippant, lip-service, going through the motions worship

The passage says they fell down and worshiped him
True worship is passionate

True worship will cost us

True worship is with our entire beings

True worship has no regard for self

True worship is a complete and total surrender to the One being worshipped

Psalm 72:10–11 (ESV) 


10 
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands 

render him tribute; 



may the kings of Sheba and Seba 

bring gifts! 


11 
May all kings fall down before him, 

all nations serve him! 

· They opened their treasure

When approaching royalty or persons of high religious, political, or social status, gifts were often brought to demonstrate extreme honor and respect. These three gifts indicate the esteem with which the Magi revere the child and represent giving him the honor due him as king of the Jews.

To give God our treasure is to give Him what we value most

It is to lay before him as an offering, and act of worship, all that we are, all that we possess and to declare that it is all His

To give God our treasure goes way past just writing a check and putting it in an offering box.

It is saying that everything I own belongs to God and I will spend it, save it, and give it for His glory

That was the original intent of the tithe

The tithe began as an act of worship 

Genesis 28:16–22 (ESV) 

16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.” 

It was then established in the Law as a continual reminder that God is the source of all that is good and it all belongs to Him. So we return to Him the first 10% of everything He gives us

The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn is a great resource on this subject

The first problem is that some people never do this

The second problem is that, for many, it has become a lifeless ritual 

For both, they never encounter God and they completely miss the purpose of giving

Matthew 23:23 (ESV) 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 

What I want for us today is that we move past a financial discussion

God does not want our money, He wants our hearts

He wants all of us, and He wants us to encounter Him

But to do that fully, we need to commit ourselves to His Word

We need to worship Him with our heart, soul, mind and strength

And we need to open our treasures and give them to Him

What if we took the principle of the tithe/giving and applied it to everything in our lives?

What if, instead of just giving money, we became generous people?

What do you treasure?

· Money

· Relationships

· Reputation

· Time

· Emotional availability

· Power/authority/influence

What is most important to you? What do you find yourself striving to protect and keep? What are you holding on to?

Matthew 6:19–21 (ESV) 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Luke 6:37–38 (ESV) 

“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

This principle applies to everything – money, time, effort, relationships, availability, etc.

It’s no accident that this story progresses the way it does. The wise men:

· Valued Scripture – they knew it, they believed it, they followed it

· They celebrated finding Jesus

· They worshipped Him in total submission

· They gave to Him their treasure – what they valued most

Today, I believe that God is calling us into a deeper encounter with Him.

If you want to encounter God more today, examine yourself on each of these points

· Do you value Scripture? Do you study it? Do you know it? Do you believe it? Do you follow it?

· Is Jesus someone you are seeking? Do you run toward Him and rejoice at finding Him? Or are you running from Him? Are you ambivalent about Him?

· Could you describe yourself as a worshipper? Have you come to a place of total submission?

· Have you given Him your treasure? Do you consider everything you have, all that you are, as completely His?

If we will take our cue from these men that encountered Jesus 2000 years ago; I believe that we will encounter Him like never before.
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