To Him Who Is Able
Romans 16:17–27

1. Watch out for false teaching
Romans 16:17–18 (ESV) 

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.

Why is this so important?

First, because it causes division

Titus 3:10–11 (ESV) 

As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 

Secondly, because those that do so are not serving God

…such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites 

Finally because they deceive the hearts of the naïve
James 3:1 (ESV) 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 

Heretical vs. irresponsible

How should we respond?

· Study Scripture 

He urges believers to be careful about the doctrines they listen to and to check all teachers’ words against the Scriptures. And then they were to keep away from those trying to cause divisions. Christians who study God’s Word will not be fooled.

Acts 17:11 (ESV) 

Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.

**Study resources

Strong’s Concordance - http://www.biblestudytools.com/concordances/strongs-exhaustive-concordance/
Life Journal

Online sermons – 
John Piper - http://www.desiringgod.org/


John Ortberg - http://www.mppc.org/learn/sermons


Brady Boyd - http://www.newlifechurch.org


Wayne Cordiero - http://www.enewhope.org/video/videolisting.php


Jack Hayford – www.jackhayford.org 

· Examine your own “theology”

Why do you believe what you believe?

Are any of your beliefs because that’s what’s most comfortable?

Can you back it up with Scripture?

· Watch for those with good theology that are still divisive – i.e. “watchdogs”

Naive vs. innocent

2. Encouragement and Hope

Romans 16:19–20 (ESV) 

For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil.

Believers are to be wise in their understanding of what is good, that is, in what God wants them to do. On the reverse, they are to be innocent about evil. The Greek word for innocent here means simple or pure. The word was used to describe wine that was undiluted. 

James 1:26–27 (ESV) 

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

3. The Dream Team

The 1992 United States men's Olympic basketball team, nicknamed the "Dream Team", was the first American Olympic team to feature active NBA players. Often considered one of the strongest teams assembled in any sport, it defeated its opponents by an average of almost 44 points en route to the gold medal against Croatia at the 1992 Summer Olympics held in Barcelona.

The first ten players for the Dream Team were officially selected on September 21, 1991: Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen of the Chicago, John Stockton and Karl Malone of the Utah Jazz, Magic Johnson of the Los Angeles Lakers, Larry Bird of the Boston Celtics, Patrick Ewing of the New York Knicks, Chris Mullin of the Golden State Warriors, David Robinson of the San Antonio Spurs, and Charles Barkley of the Philadelphia 76ers (later traded to the Phoenix Suns).

What made this somewhat surprising is that a team completely comprised of superstars doesn’t always do well. What’s important in a team sport is not that a player is good by himself, but that he is good with a team. And the 1992 United States men's Olympic basketball team was full of superstars that could do just that.

At the end of Romans, Paul introduces his team:
Romans 16:21–23 (ESV) 
Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen. 

Timothy’s importance can be gauged from the fact that Paul introduces him as “co-author” of six of his letters (2 Corinthians; 1 Thessalonians; 2 Thessalonians; Philippians; Colossians; Philemon).
“Lucius” has been identified with “Lucius of Cyrene,” a prophet/teacher in the church at Syrian Antioch (Acts 13:1) or with Luke the evangelist (“Luke” can be a variant of “Lucius”).8  

“Jason” is very likely the Jason who gave hospitality to Paul during his brief and tumultuous stay in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5–9). And “Sosipater” is almost certainly the “Sopater” of Beroea whom Luke tells us accompanied Paul when he left Greece toward the end of the third missionary journey (Acts 20:4). Paul tells us that all three of these men were fellow Jews; and they probably were also delegates from the Pauline churches selected to escort Paul with the collection for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.

22 I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. 

Tertius is otherwise unknown to us. He identifies himself in this verse as Paul’s “amanuensis” for Romans: the one who “wrote down” what Paul dictated. After his hard work, Paul gives him the opportunity to extend Christian greetings to the Roman Christians in his own name.

23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you. 

“Gaius” was a common name; and at least three different men in the NT bore it: Gaius “of Derbe” (Acts 20:4; cf. 19:29); a Gaius from Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14); and a Gaius who was a church leader in Asia Minor (3 John 1). The Gaius whom Paul greets here was almost certainly Gaius of Corinth, since Paul was writing Romans from Corinth.

“Erastus” may be the same Erastus whom Paul sends from Ephesus to Macedonia during the third missionary journey (Acts 19:21–22; cf. also 2 Tim. 4:20)…The term that Paul uses here to describe Erastus identifies him as a financial officer in the city government. 

“Quartus” is not found elsewhere in the NT; Paul simply identifies him as a fellow believer.
 Quartus was most likely included with Sosipater so that those in Rome with funny names wouldn’t feel left out.

Why is this so important? Because “Paul” is the name we know; but he did not do ministry alone. He was part of a team. And he often makes it clear that he couldn’t do what he does without them.
This is so important; because too many Christians are trying to do life on their own and they will never be successful that way.

Others are convinced that they will never really amount to much because they aren’t a superstar.

1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12 are perfect examples that we are not meant to serve alone and we are not complete without each other.
1 Corinthians 1:1 (ESV) 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 
2 Corinthians 1:1 (ESV) 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
Galatians 1:1–2 (ESV) 

Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers who are with me, 
Philippians 1:1 (ESV) 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons: 

Colossians 1:1 (ESV) 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

1 & 2 Thessalonians 1:1 (ESV) 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

4. He is Able
Romans 16:25–27 (ESV) 

 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Maybe you wonder if God would save someone like you – He is able
Hebrews 7:25 (ESV) 

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

You have lived your life convinced that God would never use you – He is able
2 Corinthians 9:8 (ESV) 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 

You live in constant shame because of recurring sin – He is able
Hebrews 2:18 (ESV) 

For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

You are facing difficulty and wonder if you will make it through – He is able
Jude 24–25 (ESV) 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20–21 (ESV) 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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