When God Shows Up
Luke 2:1-20

Luke 2:1–20 (ESV) 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 


14 
“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Setting

· Caesar Augustus was the great nephew of Julius Caesar

· He was a born warrior who fought his way to power by defeating Antony and Cleopatra

· He was the first Caesar to be called “Augustus” which means “holy” or “revered”

· It was under his rule that actions were being taken to declare the Caesars gods

· In fact, at the time of Luke’s writing, some Greek cities adopted Caesar’s birthday as the first day of the New Year, hailing him as “savior”

· Some were even calling him “savior of the whole world”

It was at this time, against this setting that God shows up

It’s as if He had such contempt for mankind’s claims to greatness that He came in this way

At the height of mankind’s arrogance, God ushered in His kingdom through a little baby born to a poor farm girl in a little town called Bethlehem.

1 Corinthians 1:18, 19 (NLT) I know very well how foolish the message of the cross sounds to those who are on the road to destruction. But we who are being saved recognize this message as the very power of God. 19 As the Scriptures say,
“I will destroy human wisdom and discard their most brilliant ideas.”

Jesus’ mother, Mary, put it this way

Luke 1:51, 52 (NLT) He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
﻿52﻿ He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
Isn’t that the nature of the Gospel?  God has come.  He has come to save all who would recognize their need and put their trust in Him.

When men were declaring themselves gods by the power of their armies, God came in the form of a baby

God was making a statement

He did not present Himself to the local royalty

He declared Himself to those that would recognize their need of Him

A Statement of Grace

I cannot overemphasize the setting of God’s arrival.

Contrasted to the royalty of the Caesar, Jesus was born to a poor family in a stable in Bethlehem.  
And this wasn’t some clean-swept horse stable at a wealthy landowner’s house.  It was in the middle of a dirty public stable during one of the busiest times of the year.  
It was a small damp dank livestock barn filled with all sorts of animals, and all the mess and smell that comes with them.

That is how God chose to present Himself.

And the announcement of His birth was not made in the Caesar’s palace but instead it was made in a pasture to lowly shepherds.  These were the common man; not royalty, not even middle class, but the humblest of humanity.

Among the occupations, shepherding had a lowly place. They were outcasts, not allowed in the city and not trusted by the general public, for often they were thieves. Luke gave this story about the shepherds for a reason. Jesus would come, not to the proud and powerful, but to the outcasts, the humble, those considered “last” on the social lists. To these men God brought the first news of his Son’s arrival.

And God hasn’t changed.

That’s still how He chooses to present Himself.

1 Corinthians 1:26–31 (ESV) 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

An angel came

An angel with enough power in himself to single-handedly wipe out all of Caesars armies and he came to a bunch of sheep herders

And with him came all the armies of heaven

It says that there was a vast host – literally that they could not be counted.  

This host of heaven, the armies of God, didn’t just fill up the field; they stretched for miles and miles

The armies of heaven came with an announcement – an announcement of peace

An announcement of peace and grace  

God’s peace comes to those who accept His grace

“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

A Proper Response

And at the conclusion to their announcement, the shepherds reacted the way that any of us should react to the presence of God – THEY RAN TO HIM!

They did not check their schedules

They did not call a meeting

They did not discuss amongst themselves the risk of leaving their sheep

They did not do a cost/benefit analysis

They did not revel in the announcement

They did not have a Bible study so that they could learn more about the messiah

They dropped everything and ran to Jesus

It was not enough that they were told about Him – they wanted to experience Him

God showed up and they weren’t about to miss it.

Don’t miss this - THEY RAN TO HIM!

They were not content with someone else’s word – they wanted to experience it for themselves.

They were the living personification of what the prophet Jeremiah said; “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 
In this hour of all-but-universal darkness one cheering gleam appears: within the fold of conservative Christianity there are to be found increasing numbers of persons whose religious lives are marked by a growing hunger after God Himself. They are eager for spiritual realities and will not be put off with words, nor will they be content with correct "interpretations" of truth. They are athirst for God, and they will not be satisfied till they have drunk deep at the Fountain of Living Water. 

…They desire God above all. They are athirst to taste for themselves the "piercing sweetness" of the love of Christ about Whom all the holy prophets did write and the psalmists did sing. 

…The truth of Wesley's words is established before our eyes: "Orthodoxy, or right opinion, is, at best, a very slender part of religion. 

…there are today many millions of people who hold "right opinions," probably more than ever before in the history of the Church. Yet I wonder if there was ever a time when true spiritual worship was at a lower ebb. To great sections of the Church the art of worship has been lost entirely, and in its place has come that strange and foreign thing called the "program." This word has been borrowed from the stage and applied with sad wisdom to the type of public service which now passes for worship among us. 

…it is not mere words that nourish the soul, but God Himself, and unless and until the hearers find God in personal experience they are not the better for having heard the truth. The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men to an intimate and satisfying knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may delight in His Presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself in the core and center of their hearts.








Can you imagine the shepherds, after having more angles than could be counted suddenly appearing and proclaiming that the messiah had just been born, can you imagine them sitting there arguing about the angel’s song selection?

Can you imagine them saying “wow that was cool, but I think I’ll just stay here with these sheep”?

They were just told that God almighty was in the next town over and they would rather hang out with a bunch of stupid smelly sheep! That would be ludicrous.

But our churches are full of people who this morning are being reminded that God became human so that we can be saved and know Him, and the most pressing thing on their minds is that their DVR is properly set so they don’t miss the finale of Survivor tonight!

Imagine if the story ended with the Angel’s announcement.

Imagine if, after the angels finished their song and left, the shepherds looked at each other and said “Wow that was cool! I completely believe that happened.” And then went back to watching sheep.

There is a difference between those that stay in the field and those that run to Jesus.
It’s not enough to hear about Jesus.  It’s not enough even to understand the mystery of the incarnation – that God became human – in the form of a baby 2000 years ago.  It’s not enough to look back at this story and say, “Oh how nice.  I love that story.  It gives me such good feelings”.  It’s not enough to set up the nativity scene every Christmas.  

The truth is; God did become human.  He was born in a manger 2000 years ago to a poor carpenter’s wife from Nazareth.  But if He isn’t born in your heart today then this story is worthless to you.

2 Chronicles 16:9 says “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.” (NLT)
Christianity is about today.  It’s about you; right now.  Yesterday’s experiences don’t count.  Someone else’s experiences don’t count.  It’s today’s experience with the living incarnate Son of God that will change your life.

Just couldn’t keep it to themselves
Luke 2:17 (NLT) 

After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 

One of the first stories the Gospel of Mark tells about Jesus is when He healed a man with Leprosy. After doing so, Jesus instructs the man to tell no one. But the man couldn’t keep something like that to himself.

Mark 1:45 (NLT)  But the man went and spread the word, proclaiming to everyone what had happened. As a result, large crowds soon surrounded Jesus, and he couldn’t publicly enter a town anywhere. He had to stay out in the secluded places, but people from everywhere kept coming to him. 

Can you imagine the Shepherds going to Bethlehem, being introduced to Jesus Christ and then walking away saying to each other “that was kind of neat, I sure hope someone gets the word out about this. By the way, one of my sheep broke his leg this afternoon; what do you say we have some lamb stew when we get back to the pasture.”

Of course that wouldn’t happen.

The only appropriate response for anyone whose life is transformed by an encounter with the King of kings is to give your one and only life to making sure that as many people as possible know about Him.

That’s Christianity! Everything else is a cheap religious counterfeit. 
The angel’s declaration is still true today:

 “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

Receive His grace

· Don’t think you’re disqualified

· Don’t think you’re unimportant

Respond to His call

· Hearing about Him isn’t enough

· Yesterday’s experience isn’t enough

· Someone else’s experience isn’t enough

· Run to Him – Experience Him yourself

· Experience Him in Scripture

· Experience Him in prayer

· Experience Him in Worship

· Experience Him in service – Matthew 25 says that when we are caring for others (the least of these) we are caring for Jesus

Tell others

· Don’t wait for someone else to do it
· Don’t think you have to “get it right”

· Simply tell others about your experience with God
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