
 
Have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had (Philippians 2:5 NLT). So that’s an overwhelming bit of 
instruction. There's no wiggle room for me in this command. And that's what it is. A command. I must 
have Christ's attitude in me. To do this, I need to know what his attitude was. Reading this verse within 
the context of the entire passage explains what Christ's attitude is that I'm supposed to have. 
 

6 Though he was God, 
he did not think of equality with God 

as something to cling to. 
7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; 

he took the humble position of a slave 
and was born as a human being. 

When he appeared in human form, 
8 he humbled himself in obedience to God 

and died a criminal's death on a cross. 
9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor 

and gave him the name above all other names, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 
To embrace Christ's attitude as my own, here's what this passage tells me to do. Set aside my rights, my 
privileges, my authority, my position, my earnings, and take on the enslavement of another. Do this with 
humility and surrender. Accept hardship, discomfort, and even death. Trust God with my reputation and 
honor so that others may know and worship the Lord of Lords and King of Kings. Choosing to serve God 
in some other context is not just something professional missionaries do. It's the very core of the gospel. 
It's what Jesus did when he left heaven to serve in unfathomable humility in human form so that people 
from every tribe and nation could be made right with God. It's what he calls us to do so that others may 
believe. 
 
Many years ago, a friend of mine complained about the money that was being spent to send people 
from my church at the time to Nicaragua to help rebuild houses after a severe natural disaster. From his 
perspective, it seemed to make more sense to send the money directly to people in Nicaragua who 
could hire Nicaraguan people to do their own rebuilding. By his calculations, more houses would get 
built and some Nicaraguans would get jobs who didn't have them. And it's possible that his calculations 
may have been correct. Possibly, more houses would get built. 
 
But there's something much bigger at work than how many houses are built when people leave their 
familiar routines and comforts of Western living and go minister in another cultural context. 
 
I can write a check and send it to many different organizations around the world to do very good things. 
And it's a wonderful thing to write checks and give money. But that's not what this passage is talking 
about. Something powerful, life giving, and transforming happens when we take on Christ's attitude and 
humbly and intentionally serve in another cultural context. When I eat a meal with an elderly Nepali 
grandmother, tend my blistered hands alongside of a teenager from Reynosa, share my home with a 



Chinese national, cry with a Palestinian friend who can’t get information about the safety of his family in 
the West Bank, worship with an elderly Indian couple in their traditional context, debate philosophy 
with a colleague from Russia, make dumplings with a Chinese friend, marvel at the snow landing on my 
upturned face with a political refugee from Ethiopia, or send my daughter to the other side of the world 
where she’ll be surrounded by Muslim men. In all these moments, I get a glimpse of what Christ did for 
me. He set aside the grandeur and glory of who he was to take on the obscurity and humility of who I 
am so that I might know him. In all these examples, relationships happen. And because of that, I am 
changed. I want to give more. Pray more desperately. And share the experience infectiously with others. 
I become invested in God's kingdom building purposes. Through relationship, I take on the heart of God 
for others. 
 
If you're willing to accept this challenge, then consider prayerfully and intently how God is calling you to 
have his attitude. It is a life-changing experience to go to another country or minister to foreign 
nationals living in this country. It challenges our perspectives on our own culture, confronts our 
dependence on possessions, and helps us understand God's heart of compassion for those far from him. 
God has a way of rapidly and extensively upending us when we follow his example in humility to serve 
those who are poor or culturally different. 
 
But serving in a different cultural context doesn't exclusively mean traveling far or even leaving the 
county. It may mean learning something about the Dallas Cowboys so that you can talk to your boss 
about something she's passionate about. It could mean eating lunch with a gay friend and talking about 
some hair products he recommended to you. It could mean helping a distraught young mom bring order 
to her home with bleach, tubs, and kneepads. It may mean playing basketball with some neighbor kids. 
It may mean asking questions of a family member who’s political view differ from yours for the purpose 
of understanding why they believe what they do. Getting outside of your own context fundamentally 
means setting aside your own interests, preferences, and routines to identify with someone else. And 
that takes effort, humility, and compassion. It means being like Christ. 
 
I settle very quickly into a comfortable space. I like routine and comfort. For me, comfort is not 
particularly about how much I have or what I have. It's about having it the way I want it. God challenges 
me constantly to look actively for ways to meet others where they are, to step outside of my 
comfortable space and connect with others in their messy spaces, to humbly and joyfully lay aside my 
convenience, so that others may know of God's great love. 
 
Accept the challenge. Obey his command. And make Christ's attitude your own. 
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