
 
Many of us want to live life as a Christian well. We know we should pray more, read Scripture, and give 
to missionaries. Yet if you’re like me, you may find many of the “shoulds” that rattle around in your 
head leave you feeling inadequate or frustrated. Yet the example of Christ and the disciples encourages 
and challenges me to get past my self-condemnation and pursue discipleship.  
 
The gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John have an interesting review of who the men were that 
Jesus called to walk with him while He ministered to the poor and needy and admonished those whom 
should have known better. In each gospel, we are presented with lists, but a common and comparably 
short list presents two sets of brothers as the first ones Jesus invited to follow him. We have to 
remember, that although they were fishermen, they were interested in the truth relating to the 
Messiah. After all, they were following a zealot preacher named John the Baptist: 
 

The next day John [the Baptist] was standing again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus 
walking along he said, "Look! The Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard what he said, and they 
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he asked, "What are you looking 
for?" They said, "Rabbi (which is translated Teacher), where are you staying?” He replied, "Come 
and see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It 
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two disciples who heard what John said and 
followed Jesus was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. He first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated Christ Or Anointed One). He 
led him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon, son of John. You will be called 
Cephas" (which is translated Peter). The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he found 
Philip. Jesus said to him, "Follow me" (John 1:35-43). 
 

Now, although the other gospels provide a different setting for this invitation, we are, nonetheless, 
introduced to Peter, James, John and Andrew. In all of the lists of disciples, the two sets of brothers 
always top the lists. This does not, I suggest, diminish Philip, Bartholomew (Nathaniel), Thomas, 
Matthew (Levi) the tax collector, James, Thaddeus (Jude), Simon the Zealot or Judas Iscariot. You may 
say, "These are just lists, so what does this mean?" I would say that when you review Scripture, you 
should take opportunities to learn from similarities when they present themselves. In this case, the top 
four are always the same. The lists are found in Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16 and what is 
provided above is in John. 
 
All four authors note that Jesus’ top four disciples were Peter, Andrew, James and John. Perhaps all four 
authors recognized something in how Jesus called them, spent time with them or even preferred their 
company. Who was it that accompanied Jesus during his transfiguration? Who did He have follow him in 
the Garden of Gethsemane? The answer for both was James, Peter and John. 
 
In my New Testament Survey course in college, my professor suggested this was the introduction of 
small group ministry and the truth behind discipleship, establishing a group of people to relate to and be 
with on a regular basis. Why is this important? If you ever answered “yes” to not having a clue about 
how to read the Bible and pray "without ceasing,” then perhaps a lesson on how the fathers of our faith 
did it would help. They lived with the Christ, day in and day out. To give us some encouragement, they 
were in His presence every day, and still didn't quite get it. Peter is a classic case of this thought. He 
swore he would not deny Jesus, yet as soon as the heat was on, that is exactly what he did. 



 
My point is this, that in order for us to live radical lives and grow in our commitment to a multiplying 
community of God’s family, we need to have a group of people we can work with and through. This is 
not practical in the Sunday morning church experience. I have long been told that there are no "Lone 
Ranger" Christians, and these thoughts relate to that statement. I have also been told we are ALL called 
to have three types of relationships in our Christian walk: a "Paul," a “Barnabas" and a "Timothy." This 
means we need to have the folks that teach us, those that challenge us and won't take our excuses, and 
those we can be an example to, respectively. This can happen in a small group. It can happen in a 
focused time of relating with another brother or sister. 
 
So, if you have no idea about how to start maturing in Christ, are not sure how your efforts are going 
with reading the Bible and praying, or feel like you don't know what you are doing at all with your faith, 
ask a brother or sister out for coffee. Even if you have these disciplines in your life and see evidence of 
His hand in your life, ask a brother or sister out for coffee. Our Savior said it this way, "Come, follow 
me." Who knows, good things may just happen! You might meet your "Paul," "Barnabas" or "Timothy." 
Get RADICAL! 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotes are taken from the ESV: Study Bible :  English Standard Version, Crossway Bible, 
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