
How many need hope today? How many are fearful? As I think on fear, I am reminded of the line 
in the movie Lord of the Rings where an orc walks into a small village and says “Fear, the city is 
rank with it.” He is used to being feared and doesn’t think he will be defeated. 

So many things we see in our lives can make us fearful. We see people fearful of the virus. We see 
this country at the brink of anarchy, whether it is riots or elections or you name it. Many things are 
not as they should be, but who is the one that can make all things right? So many times this past 
year I have had to remind myself where my hope is from or more specifically, WHO my hope is in.  

Remember the story of Daniel who was facing being thrown in the lion’s den? He did nothing 
wrong and could have responded with “why me?” But instead he went into that den.  

Remember when Paul & Silas were thrown in the prison for preaching the Word, and they praised 
God while in that stinking prison? Imagine! 

Remember Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? They were told to bow before the golden image 
or get thrown in the fiery furnace. They refused and told the king, “Even if we perish, God will save 
us.” 

Remember Daniel and the young men that are at the king’s table? Daniel didn’t want to defile 
himself. So he pleaded his case with the authorities (the eunuchs), and trusted God for the 
outcome. 

Remember Gideon was fearful when told to lead Israel in battle? 

Remember Abraham who finally received the promise of a son was asked to sacrifice him. Whoa! 

God’s Word says: 

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" (Romans 8:15) 

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my 
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what we have attained 
(Philippians 3:12-16). 

So in all of this, we are more than conquerors in Jesus. Don’t give up hope! Remember that 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego told the king that even if he killed them in the fire, they knew 
God would deliver them. Jesus looked past the pain set before Him prior to going to the cross and 
focused on the Glory to come. May we look past our disappointments, fears, and grief and look to 
the upward call of Christ! 

Love you guys and have a great 2021! 

 


