
 
I want to start with a question. What is the Bible? It is the Word of God of course. But what is the main 
point? What is the purpose of the Bible? When you read it, what is it that you are actually doing? Take a 
few minutes to think about it.  
 
I have never heard a better explanation of the what the Bible is than what Sally Lloyd-Jones wrote at the 
beginning of her children’s Bible called The Jesus Storybook Bible. She starts off saying, “Now some 
people think the Bible is a book of rules, telling you what you should and shouldn’t do. The Bible 
certainly does have some rules in it. They show you how life works best. But the Bible isn’t mainly about 
you and what you should be doing." So first things first; the Bible is not primarily a book of rules.  
 
She goes on to say, “Other people think the Bible is a book of heroes, showing you people you should 
copy. The Bible does have some heroes in it, but most of the people in the Bible aren’t heroes at all. 
They make some big mistakes.” Now she is saying that the Bible isn’t mainly a book of heroes that we 
are supposed to be like either.  
 
So what is the Bible if it isn’t a book of rules or a list of heroes to follow? She continues, “The Bible is 
most of all a Story… The best thing about this story is – it’s true. There are lots of stories in the Bible, but 
all the stories are telling one Big Story. The Story of how God loves His children and comes to rescue 
them.” So the story of the Bible isn’t mainly about me and you and what we should be doing. It is 
primarily a story about God and what He has done. It reveals His character to us, which ultimately 
culminates in Jesus giving Himself for us on the Cross. It is vital that we know this and constantly remind 
ourselves of this if we are going to understand the Bible properly.  
 
One trap that we can fall into is to see ourselves as the hero in Biblical stories. For example, with the 
story of Noah, we think, “I am Noah. How can I follow the rules and be the best Noah possible? How can 
I earn God’s favor, so that I don’t get destroyed by the flood?” The assumption that I am the hero in the 
story of the flood can lead me to think that I am the good one, and everyone else is the wicked world 
that deserves to be destroyed. That approach is self-centered and basically leaves God out of the story. 
We think of ourselves as the main character in the story when we should see God as the central figure.  
 
You and I are the wicked sinners that have decided that we know better than God and want to take His 
thrown. We are the ones that deserve to be destroyed in the flood. Read the story of Noah in Genesis 
6:5-9:29. Chapter 6, verse 5 says that the “the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” Sin is in the hearts of humanity. That is 
the human condition. We are wicked to the core.  
 
The Bible is clear that God hates sin because it destroys that which He loves. It destroys our relationship 
with Him and our relationships with other people and with creation itself. Verse 7 goes on to say that 
God is going to “blot out man… from the face of the earth.” If sin is at the core of the human heart, then 
you have to get rid of humans in order to get rid of sin. So God decided to destroy the human race and 
start over.  
 
Noah builds the boat as God commanded and loads up his family and the animals and waits out the 
flood while the earth is destroyed. They stayed on the boat until the waters subsided. Noah, his family, 



and the animals that were on the ark were saved. Noah’s obedience to God saved him and his family 
from the flood.  
 
Now Noah has a chance to restart and do things right by trusting God and following God’s wisdom. He is 
basically a new Adam. When they got off of the ark, God made a covenant with Noah in Chapter 9:8-17. 
God tells him, “I have set my bow in the cloud.” We use the term rainbow, but the word used here in 
Hebrew is simply the word bow. Like bow and arrow. It was a weapon. God had set His weapon of 
judgement down. He would not destroy the earth with a flood again. Think about a bow and arrow. Now 
think about a rainbow. Which direction is the rainbow aimed? The bow is turned up. It is not turned 
downward to shoot arrows of judgement at us, even though judgement is what we deserve. Charles 
Spurgeon when talking about the rainbow said, “it was pointing up, into the heart of heaven.”  
 
In some ways Noah was the savior of the human race. Up until this point, he has been described as 
blameless and righteous and had done everything that the LORD had commanded. His obedience saved 
him and his family and he represents a new start for humanity, a chance to get things right. But then just 
a few verses later, Noah plants a vineyard, makes wine, and gets drunk. (He’s the first person recorded 
in the Bible to get drunk.) While he is drunk, something sketchy happens with him and his son Ham in his 
tent causing Noah to curse Ham who then goes on to become the father of the Canaanites, a mortal 
enemy of the Nation of Israel. So we start to see that Noah’s obedience was limited. He wasn’t sinless 
and his sin led to trouble for the nation of Israel for generations.  
 
Reading this story should make us long for a better savior of the human race. One who is truly and 
perfectly righteous and blameless. One whose obedience can save all of humanity from drowning, 
instead of just himself and his family. As I said before, wrath and judgement are required in order to rid 
the world of sin. But instead of pouring out His wrath on us, the arrows of His judgement fell on Jesus 
when He came down out of heaven and went to the cross for us.  
 
It seems really harsh that God would destroy the earth like He did in the flood. We have a tendency to 
question if God really loves people when thinking about the flood. But Jesus helps us to realize that 
because of our own wickedness, you and I deserve to be destroyed just like those who died in the flood. 
But because He loves us so much, He chose to be destroyed on the cross on our behalf. So stories like 
Noah and the flood should make us thankful that we don’t get what we deserve because of Jesus. We 
actually get to be in a relationship with God Himself. And what could be better than that? 
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