
 
But the king said to Araunah, "No, I insist on buying it from you. I will not offer to the Lord my God burnt 
sacrifices that cost me nothing." So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty pieces of silver 
(2 Samuel 24:24).  
 
Giving.  
 
Sacrificially.  
 
My first inclination when considering those two words at the same time is frequently a sour one. I mean, 
I tithe. Isn’t that enough? And in the moment I complete that selfish thought, I am well aware of my 
callous heart and how precisely ungenerous – and thus ungodly – I am behaving. Having been convicted 
of a sin, I can either rationalize and convince myself I am okay or repentant and ask God what He’d have 
me do. And by "do" I mean "now" or "immediately" as in "look for an opportunity to be intentionally 
generous with a right heart." It may mean going to an automatic teller and taking out an extra $20 to 
meet a need. 
 
In America, we believe in working hard. Those that don’t have must not be working hard enough. They 
must be defective, or lazy, or too proud to take an additional low paying job. Those people with the 
scrap cardboard signs seeking handouts are obviously drunks or strung out or mentally challenged or 
(again) lazy. They don’t deserve my hard earned cash. They know where to go for the free stuff. They 
know the missions and places that give beds and warmth and food – they just prefer begging to working. 
But even if all that is true, none of that should affect my generosity. I think C.S. Lewis said it best when 
he said, "Giving to the poor is an essential part of Christian morality. I do not believe one can settle how 
much we ought to give. I'm afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if 
our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, and amusements, is up to the standard common of those with 
the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or 
hamper us, I should say that they are too small. There ought to be things that we'd like to do but cannot 
do because our charitable expenditure excludes them” (Mere Christianity, pp. 82-83).  
 
Generosity is then, in some sense, a discipline. It is a reminder that real people have real needs and 
sometimes, cash is the best way to fill that need. It is a means to remind our own appetites for stuff that 
others are more important. It is a way of prioritizing our dollars that helps us appropriate the care for 
our fellow man that is so lost in today’s world. We’ve lost a sense of community and this is a way to help 
us rekindle that virtue. We should give sacrificially of our time and talents as well. We should take a shift 
in the nursery or children's ministry to allow those that serve a chance to participate in corporate 
worship. We should join in a service project for the community even after a very long, hard week at 
work. Because in those cases we’re not really giving, we’re investing. We are investing in the kingdom 
through people. We are demonstrating the work of Christ in the modern world by meeting physical, 
temporal needs. 
 
My challenge to you is this: Save a tithe of your tithe and give to a specific purpose or organization. So if 
you tithed $100/week, you'd defer some other aspect of your budget and save an additional $10. After 
praying all week for direction, give it. Then repeat the process until God directs otherwise. And then 
volunteer somewhere in the church. Challenge God to show you His heart and the benefits of this 
exercise. You will be amazed at what He does. 


