
 

 
"Our safeguard against temptation is the word, used by the discernment of a perfectly pure heart, which 
lives in the presence of God, and learns the mind of God in His word, and therefore knows its application 
to the circumstances presented. It is the word that preserves the soul from the wiles of the enemy" (From 
John Darby's Synopsis of Matthew 4:24). 
 
Have you ever considered the extravagant luxury that is represented by a copy of the Bible in your own 
language? In those pages are the very words of God, preserved for us across time, so that we might 
know Him, and understand His heart. His Word provides us with wisdom on how best to live a life that 
honors and glorifies His name. While most of us have certain verses that we really enjoy or stories that 
we may recall from childhood, is the Word of God so accessible to us that we find it common? Do we 
think of it as dry or dusty? Dull or dreary? Laws and Lists? It was written so long ago by a people of an 
ancient mind - who can really understand what really happened on that mountain after the Exodus? 
Was there really a fiery cloud that settled on the summit? Did a horn really sound? Did a people really 
hear the very words of God? But maybe that’s just the Old Testament. 
 
We, in modern America, like best the grace parts of the Bible - that New Testament stuff. We like the 
parts that speak of our freedom and liberty. Give me the free stuff, the easy stuff. Provide me the 
benefits and require nothing of me in return. Give me that warm-and-fuzzy Jesus. Give me the He-just-
wants-me-happy Jesus. That’s what the New Testament is full of, right? 
 
Scripture is quite clear that Christ has completed the purchasing part of salvation, the removal and 
payment of our sin. We cannot earn salvation. That part of Christ’s work is called justification. It’s being 
made right with God. But our part comes in with the sanctification – the living out of our faith in way 
that demonstrates the spiritual truth of our conversion. In this part, through the Holy Spirit, we learn the 
doing part of our faith, but it is not unlike those animal sacrifices of so long ago. It is messy business. 
Now, how do you DO the things required without knowledge. How do you learn without study? 
 
To have a right view of Scripture, you must understand who is the author and who is the pen. The 
author is God, and by the Holy Spirit He uses the talent and vocabulary (that He created) of men (that 
He created) to record His thoughts, commands, encouragement, warnings, and judgment. All this is 
done for His own glory and our greatest good. And if we are to live this life well, we have to live a 
balanced life of a right heart and right head. That kind of life understands we cannot earn our way to 
Heaven but that we must represent Him well to a world that is in rebellion. To represent Him well, we 
must get to know Him better in worship by studying His Word, spending time with Him in prayer, and 
becoming an active part in a multiplying community. There are no other good options. 
 
In short, either the Bible is the Word of God or it is not. We are not allowed to take only the parts that 
are comforting or we like, and we will not know the whole story until we read the whole story. So what 
will you do with His book? 


