
 
Romans 3:21-26 
 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
This School year we have been tackling the book of Romans, and for many it is one of Paul’s best 
writings. It has been said that if you can wrap your head around Romans you can understand the Gospel. 
But this section of text is very important, as it hints at the character of God. If you have read Romans, 
you know that Paul has just spent the last two and a half chapters hammering both the Gentiles and the 
Jews. Why? The Gentiles had everything in the world to acknowledge God, but they didn’t. So they were 
in line to get God’s wrath. The Jews were committing the same sins, but because they thought that they 
were under Abraham, they thought that they were good from God’s wrath. But they aren’t. So the first 
two chapters are totally about judgement. Paul drives home that we can’t measure up to God’s 
goodness and that we deserve every bit of wrath that comes our way. 
 
This is what Romans 3:21-26 follows. Here, Paul doesn’t tell us that God loves us or that Jesus has come 
to save the day. While both of those statements are true, Paul takes another route. Instead of telling us 
how much God loves us, Paul tells of how much God loves His own righteousness. Now that’s odd; why 
would God do that?  
 
In showing that God is for His glory, He shows us His love for us. God sent Jesus to pay the debt that no 
one else could pay, to make His name known, and show His majesty and glory. Christ is the propitiation 
for our sins. Meaning He took our place when we were supposed to be sentenced to death. And on top 
of that, God has held back judgement for our sins. Not because He’s letting it slide, but because He is 
giving His people time to turn back to Him – to repent of sin and lead others to Him. In God’s justice He 
has to punish sin. In His mercy, He looks over sin. In His judgement, sin has to be paid. In His Grace, He 
says He’ll pay the price. And in doing this, He gets all the glory.  
 
As we fast and pray over the church, our families, and anything else God brings to mind, we need to 
remember Who is sitting on the throne and Who is going to get the glory. While the world is going crazy, 
God is still in charge and is still working. Thank Him for the many things He has done and will continue to 
do.  
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