
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal (Matthew 6:19-20 NIVUK). 
 
I love this version of this verse. Because I hate vermin. If you've ever heard me rant about the mice or 
scorpions that live in the church building with me, that invade my office, and have the audacity to share 
space with the children in our kid's classrooms, you'll understand that I really, really hate vermin. It’s 
such an absolutely wonderful word. Vermin. It sounds malevolent. I have waged war with all manner of 
despicable vermin—termites, field rats, mice, roaches, earwigs, carpenter ants, wasps, lice, moles, 
crickets, moths, maggots, aphids, raccoons, fleas, spiders, skinks, geckos, and more. I don't like them 
living with me or destroying things in my yard that I work hard to cultivate. I don't like their piles of 
waste in corners and under furniture, their webs and chew marks, their discarded legs, or wriggly 
offspring. I hate them. And yet no matter how sophisticated my arsenal of weapons to eradicate the 
vermin, they come back. They invade. They destroy. 
 
There is nothing we can do to prevent earthly treasures from being lost, destroyed, decomposed, or 
taken. I can delay destruction. I can extend usefulness. I can erect safety measures. I can even enhance 
value for a time. But at the end, earthly treasure is dust. My passionate hatred of vermin, reminds me 
that all the material and financial blessings of my world are transitory and temporary. This verse 
reminds me that there is something real and enduring that vermin can never touch. 
 
Treasure in heaven is a multifaceted truth. But at minimum, the context of the verse should give us a 
clue as to what it means. Matthew 6:19-20 is situated right in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Regardless of whether this was delivered by Jesus as a single sermon in one setting or if it's a collection 
of His teachings given at different times, the Holy Spirit led Matthew to record this verse in the context 
of our longest teaching directly from Jesus. 
 
In context, this treasure that we're challenged to store up involves being a light to a dark world, keeping 
my relationships with others pure, loving those who mistreat me, giving to the poor, praying with 
sincerity, fasting with integrity, and trusting God rather than worrying. These yield treasure that endures 
for all eternity – that can never be diminished by vermin.  
 
To embrace a radical call to discipleship, I need to be reminded of this. What's valuable is not what I can 
acquire and enjoy with my money and labor. It's what I can contribute and cultivate and share for God's 
kingdom. I'm so much more quick to respond to God's direction with temporal things, if I accept through 
faith that his kingdom is of vastly more value than my material kingdom in Greenville, Texas. 
 


